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Thursday
23 September

09:00 - 11:15 
Rights of Nature: Compendium and Zoöp 
Location: Ocean Space, Chiesa di San 
Lorenzo, Castello 5069 
Vaporetto stop:
Ospedale or San Zaccaria
www.ocean-space.org
 
Join us at Ocean Space for the 
book launch of the Rights of Nature 
compendium – commissioned by the 
Embassy of the North Sea – and an 
introduction to the Zoöp model that 
allows organisations to work with the 
Rights of Nature in their operational 
sphere. Zoöp is the title of an 
organisational model for cooperation 
between humans and non-human life 
that safeguards the interests of all 
zoë (the Greek word for ‘life’). The 
Zoöp model – developed by Het Nieuwe 
Instituut in collaboration with many 
others – makes the interests of non-
human life part of organisational 
decision making.
 
Daphina Misiedjan (NL), Jessica den 
Outer (NL), Laura Burgers (NL), Klaas 
Kuitenbrouwer (NL), Shrishtee Bajpai 
(BD) and Justin Sobion (NZ) discuss 
the relationship between different 
indigenous worldviews and their 
tactics for implementing legal status 
for non-human life. 

zoop.hetnieuweinstituut.nl

17:30 – 19:00 
This Will Be a Food Forest... 
Location: Area verde delle Casermette’ 
di Arsenale Nord (find it here)
Vaporetto stop: Arsenale

The Green Triangle, a project by We are 
here Venice and Debra Solomon, applies 
processes already used in the Bijlmer 
in Amsterdam (NL) to the Venetian 
context. With a community of practice 
consisting of people living in the 
neighbourhood, the area is being 
prepared for use as a food forest.   
 
 

Friday 
24 September  

 

09:00 - 11:00  
From Pavilion to Policy  
Location: Calle Buccari 62 
Vaporetto Stop: Sant’Elena, 
then 2 mins walk
 
Who is We? addresses the underlying 
assumptions and ecological and 
social implications of architecture 
and urbanism. How does this agenda 
resonate within the practice of 
everyday policy making and city 
building in the Netherlands and 
Venice? How to implement the new 
values, perspectives, methodologies 
and languages necessary for the design 
of inclusive, just and resilient 
cities? What are examples that work 
well?   
 
Together with Caroline Nevejan (Chief 
Science Officer Amsterdam), Mike 
Emmerik and Simone Rots (Independent 
School for the City), Jane da Mosto (We 
are here Venice) and the public, we 
will discuss what to learn and unlearn 
and share good practices. 

As part of the event, the recently 
published book BiodiverCITY. A Matter 
of Vital Soil! will be presented by 
Joyce van den Berg and Alessandra 
Riccetti (both part of the editorial 
team, City of Amsterdam). 

This conversation will be moderated 
by Francien van Westrenen, curator 
of Who is We? and head of the Agency 
department at Het Nieuwe Instituut.  

15:00 - 16:00
Founding Zoöps 
Location: Dutch Pavilion at the 
Giardini di Biennale 
Vaporetto stop: Giardini 
 
Public launch of the Zoöp Manifesto 
and the Zoöp legal framework. The 
official documents for founding Zoöps 
are offered to representatives of 
various Dutch and Italian proto-Zoöps.  

zoop.hetnieuweinstituut.nl 

16:00 – 17:00 
The State of Your Soil 
Location: Dutch Pavilion at the 
Giardini di Biennale
 
Ruben Borges (soil expert), Debra 
Solomon (artist and Who is We? 
contributor), and So Young Han (of We 
are here Venice) make a chromatogram. 
This technique has been practised 
by experts ever since Mikhail Tsvet 
formulated it in the early 1900s. 
Through the chromatogram, they will 
gain insight into the composition and 
current state of the soil in the Green 
Triangle. Join them for the public 
analysis of the chromatograms they 
produced.

rockinsoils.com 
whoiswe.nl 
www.weareherevenice.org 
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17:00 - 19:00 
Water, Earth and Garden  
Location: Spazio Punch, Giudecca 800/o 
Vaporetto stop: Giudecca Palanca
www.spaziopunch.com 
 
To promote and contribute to knowledge 
and the development of research in the 
fields of architecture and urbanism, 
Het Nieuwe Instituut and the Creative 
Industries Fund NL organised an open 
call around the themes addressed in 
the Dutch pavilion. Three design-
research proposals were selected. The 
chosen teams share their findings in 
this event. 
 
At the intersection of environmental 
science, architecture and humanities, 
the research project and magazine 
Shallow Waters (Bureau LADA) explore 
two extreme cases of urban deltas. 
The video series Stories on Earth 
(Failed Architecture) brings together 
storytelling and design to challenge 
the spatial settings that pit humanity 
against nature. The installation The 
Forbidden Garden of Europe (Studio 
Wild) highlights the ties linking 
ecology and politics through the 
voices and bodies of invasive plants.  
 
Syb Groeneveld, director of Creative 
Industries Fund NL, will introduce 
the open call in relation to the work 
of the fund. After which the Consul-
General of the Netherlands in Italy, 
Mascha Baak, will welcome us to the 
event. 

Water, Earth and Garden is organised 
in collaboration with the Consulate 
General of the Kingdom of the 
Netherlands in Milan. 

* All visitors must present a valid 
digital or paper EU Covid Certificate 
(Green Pass) to all locations. The 
certificate holder of the certificate 
must also be able to show a valid ID.

Who is We? is the title of 
the presentation in the Dutch 
pavilion at the 17th International 
Architecture Exhibition – La 
Biennale di Venezia. In the 
presentation, curated by Francien 
van Westrenen (head of Agency, Het 
Nieuwe Instituut), architect Afaina 
de Jong and artist Debra Solomon 
present two possible responses to 
the question Who is We?
 
Who is We? is made possible with the 
generous support of
Dutch Ministry of Education, Culture 
and Science 
City of Amsterdam  
City of Rotterdam  
Creative Industries Fund NL 
Embassy and Consulate General of the 
Kingdom of the Netherlands in Italy 
Source Elements 

The PAVILION DAYS have been organised 
by a group of pavilion commissioners. 
After the quiet opening in May, they 
felt it would be intersting to be 
able to network and programme a few 
events to allow for the serendipitous 
meetings we did not get to enjoy 
during the opening days. 

During the PAVILION DAYS, Het Nieuwe 
Instituut is focusing on the research 
programme it worked on in parallel 
to the presentation Who is We? in 
the pavilion. Together, the Cities of 
Amsterdam and Rotterdam, the Creative 
Industries Fund NL and the institute’s 
own Research department further 
explored, through different projects 
and cities, the global ecological and 
social urgencies that are addressed in 
the pavilion.  

In two breakfast meetings and at 
informal curated afternoon drinks, the 
various contributors to this research 
programme will present, share and 
discuss their findings.

 

Who is We? 
17th International 

Architecture
Exhibition

La Biennale di
Venezia

PAVILION DAYS  
Thursday 23 & 

Friday 24 September 

Whoiswe.nl

https://www.ocean-space.org/about
https://zoop.hetnieuweinstituut.nl
https://goo.gl/maps/AdWnmEWtEZrxKT2o9
https://zoop.hetnieuweinstituut.nl/
https://rockinsoils.com/about/
https://whoiswe.nl/works#solomon-soil-life 
https://www.weareherevenice.org/
https://whoiswe.nl/

